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About One Bright Star:
One Bright Star’s mission is 
to be a resource for grieving 
families who have lost a child 
to death. One Bright Star has 
created a unique star symbol to 
recognize and support them.

Contact Us:
Phone: (507) 345-1920

P.O. Box 1084 
Mankato, MN 56002

onebrightstar.org

Children’s National Night of Remembrance is on December 11, 2022. One Bright Star will be 
honoring and remembering the children taken from us too soon by lighting the pathway with 
luminaires at the One Bright Star Memorial located at Ray Erlandson Park from 6:30-7:30 pm.

A Christmas tree will be lit and placed at the One Bright Star Memorial site during the month 
of December to honor the children. 

International Wave of Light at One 
Bright Star's Memorial created by 
one of One Bright Star's Board of 
Directors, Nicole Van Sickle and 
Dena Iverson

Children's National Night of Remembrance

One Bright Star had an ofrenda, which 
is an altar with a collection of objects 
placed on a ritual display during the 
annual and traditionally Mexican Día 
de Muertos celebration, at the Old Town 
Mankato Day of the Dead Celebration.

One Bright Star 
has a tree at the 
Kiwanis Holiday 
of Lights. Each 
star on our angel 
tree has the 
name of a child 
taken from us 
too soon. Voting 
for trees is now 
open!

We appreciate 
your votes 
and continued 
support! 

Day of the Dead

Kiwanis Holiday of Lights 

We Remember

Upcoming Events
Friday, December 9th  
OBS Night at Kiwanis Holiday Lights 

Sunday, December 11th  
National Children's Night of 
Remembrance

Come and see the luminaries we'll 
have lit at our Children's Memorial 
Site at Ray Erlandson Park from 
6:30-7:30 pm. 

Save the Date
Saturday, February 25th 
21st Annual Celebration of Life Gala 
5-10 p.m. 
Civic Center 
1 Civic Center Plaza, Mankato

DECEMBER 2022    OUR CHILDREN LIVE ON

http://onebrightstar.org
http://onebrightstar.org
https://www.facebook.com/OBSMankato/?fb_dtsg_ag=AdwK0fGGcy20W5z1XAFYPMvqzQyjjTzt34mTGuyevVoJqQ%3AAdzl2eux63q7zuUeBT_wFFz7SkbgeYQGPNq1ac-V2pmXdQ


Koleton John Stevenson
DOB - September 13, 2010 
DOD -  September 18, 2010

“We thought of you with love today, but 
that is nothing new. We thought about 
you yesterday, and the day before that 
too. We think of you in silence. We often 
say your name. But all we have are 
memories, and your picture in a frame. 
Your memory is our keepsake, with 
which we’ll never part. God has you in 
His keeping, we have you in our hearts. 
We shed tears for what you might have 
been. A million times we’ve cried. If love 
alone could have saved you, you never 
would have died. In life we loved you 
dearly. In death we love you still. In our 
hearts you hold a place no one can ever 
fill. It broke our hearts to lose you, but 
you didn’t go alone. For part of us went 
with you, the day God took you home.”

Nicolas Thomas 
Embertson

DOB - April 16, 1997 
DOD -  January 28, 2017

My dearest Nicolas, I know the love and 
bond we share is strong and still lives 
on, for I will always feel the blessed gift 
God gave me as your Mom.

We all miss you so very much.

Matthew (Matt) 
Thomas Peterson

DOB - May 25, 1986 
DOD - January 27, 2014

"When you are born, you cry, and the 
world rejoices. When you die, you 
rejoice, and the world cries." -Tibetan 
Buddhist saying

We miss you constantly, Matt! You are 
always in our hearts and thoughts! Our 
faith has allowed us to feel God’s grace 
throughout this horrible time in our 
lives, and He graciously gives us comfort 
in reminding us in various ways, that 
you are more than ok in the presence 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. How beautiful 
that must be!! Please don’t worry about 
us, honey... we will see you soon.

Thomas George May
DOB - November 3, 1988 
DOD -  November 1, 2001

The answers quick and keen, the honest 
look, the laughter, the love,— They are 
gone. They are gone to feed the roses.  
Elegant and curled is the blossom.  
Fragrant is the blossom. I know. But I 
do not approve. More precious was the 
light in your eyes than all the roses 
in the world. Down, down, down into 
the darkness of the grave. Gently they 
go, the beautiful, the tender, the kind; 
Quietly they go, the intelligent, the 
witty, the brave. I know. But I do not 
approve.  And I am not resigned.
Edna  St. Vincent Millay, “Dirge Without Music” 
from Collected Poems © 1928, 1955 by Edna 
St. Vincent Millay

Derrick Steven Davis
DOB - October 30, 1992 

DOD -  September 5, 2016

Derrick Davis, son of Brad and Connie, 
brother of Alicia and Karissa, Uncle of 
Hailey and Emmalee.  

Derrick, We All miss you So Very Much!!

Your beautiful smile, kind heart, 
generous spirit, strong hugs, humor 
and spirit of adventure are missed 
by all of us.  Derrick, We Love you so 
much, we look forward to the day we 
are together again. XOXO, Mom, Dad, 
Alicia, Karissa, Hailey, Emmalee, Nick 
and Mark. 

Ashley Arlene Eager
DOB - February 5, 1988 

DOD -  December 20, 2004

We Remember . . .



John Basil Janavaras
DOB - May 30, 1979 

DOD -  February 3, 1995

John was a happy, charismatic, cocky 
personality, and a natural leader.  He 
would reach out to those who needed a 
friend and be a friend.  A remembrance 
from an unnamed schoolmate: “John 
always came across as a guy of pure, 
true happiness.  It was this warm aura 
that made him so likable.  He walked 
into a room and could instantly give 
a person a warm feeling with his 
presence alone.” With all our love this 
Christmas – Dad, Mom, & Kia

Jennifer Leigh
DOB - November 19, 1979 
DOD - November 18, 2016

I took a picture of this T-shirt in a 
window one day when I realized it 
captured her philosophy of life. I don’t 
think I’ve ever met anyone else who was 
as well loved as my Jenny.  Her loss is 
not mine alone. 

Marcia Wahoske 

We Remember . . .

Nathan Kimble
DOB - May 7,  1991 

DOD -  January 16, 2012

Nathan had a smile that could light 
up a room.  His love for his nieces and 
nephews was undeniable.  His wings 
were ready but our heart was not.  He 
will forever be missed!

Alyssa Sue Winters 
DOD -  December 27, 2014

Our daughter  Alyssa Sue and her (baby 
girl) unborn Sutton passed away on Dec 
27  2014. They both died together in a 
car accident. Our family will always have 
that loss of Alyssa Sue Winters (Radtke). 
We miss her laugh... her zest for life! Her 
biggest challenge for her was adopting 
‘Walley” her pitbull dog... whom she 
rescued. We Love you Alyssa Sue, you and 
Sutton are our shining Angels in Heaven! 
Sending Love to you!! Dad and Mom.

Scott Wilhelm
DOB - May 13, 1982 

DOD -  October 31, 2004

“Too young! Too soon! Sometimes there 
are just no reasons why. Loved and 
missed by many.”

Kyle David Jansen
DOB - August 17, 1989 

DOD -  December 22, 1991

Love you~Always

 Brea Nicole O'Donnel
DOB - August 3, 1993 

DOD -  February 26, 2010

As an infant Brea had smiles for 
everyone and was always ready for a 
hug. She had a special love of nature 
sounds and music. Brea is remembered 
most for her smiles and her laugh, 
for although she did not have words 
to communicate with, she spoke to 
us through her facial expressions 
and her laughter. She will always be 
remembered for her special friendship 
with Barney the purple dinosaur who 
always brought out the biggest smiles!



Crystal Halloran 
Drummer

DOB - August 17, 1982 
DOD - October 19, 2005

Crystal was a bright spot in our lives. 
She had a very bubbly personality that  
hid her pain. I wish I could have seen 
behind her smile. Until we meet again.

Love and miss you Boo.

Jeffery Micheal Walania
DOB - January 26, 1972 
DOD -  January 16, 2005

In the still of my heart

I’ll always remember your smile

and hear your voice

We Remember . . .

Hunter Darrell Crawford 
DOB - January 15, 2001 
DOD -  January 16, 2001

You meet people you share your life 
stories. I share you because it’s all I have 
I can’t show you to them and tell them 
how proud I am of all you do. 

They say I am strong, but I am not, I hide 
my pain to share my joy and love for you. 
You see when I talk about you I feel you 
in my arms again I can feel the kiss to 
your soft new skin.

I dream of what life would be like if you 
were here and I dream of what it will be 
like to be with you in God’s Kingdom. 

I will forever love you my son.

Landon Wayne Wanous
DOB - December 23, 2010 

DOD -  March 14, 2011

Landon was born 15 weeks premature 
along with his twin brother Kolton. 
He weighed only 1 lb 10 oz but left 
a big impression on many people's 
lives during his short time on Earth. 
Although he is not here with us, his 
legacy continues and our family 
has raised more than $50,000 in his 
memory for the March of Dimes and 
Ronald McDonald House - Upper 
Midwest. We miss his personality, 
snuggles but most of all his physical 
presence in our daily lives.

Tyler Gene Kotewa
DOB - May 12th, 1991 

DOD - December 7th, 2016

Tyler was born on Mother’s Day, to two 
young parents that had no idea what 
to do with a child but they managed to 
raise the most incredible human.  To 
know Tyler, was to love him, whoever 
knew him will always remember 
him, his constant laughter and his 
contagious smile. He accomplished 
and gave more to people and others in 
his short 25 years, than most will ever 
do that will live to be a 100.  HPV16 
Oral Cancer took his life in a short nine 
months, his battle was tough, horrible 
and unfair but it never changed his 
heart and soul - in fact, it empowered 
him to be stronger than he already was, 
which in turn inspired the souls of us 
who had the privilege to know him. To 
live and love like he did, is truly to live!!  
Until We Meet Again!! Forever Young!

Hawkins Angels
 Wyatt, Wade, Gloria 

Alice and Sweet Angel
"Each day I look to heaven, each day 
I call your name. Each day feels so 
different. It hasn't felt the same. I often 
wonder WHY? Why you had to go away 
from me, my Angel in the sky. I keep 
you in my memories since we've been 
apart. I'll always have a part of you 
locked within my heart."

Nicholas Paul Frederick
DOB - January 24, 1991 
DOD -  February 5, 1991



We Remember . . .

Mason Nicholas Weis
DOB - February 28, 2018 

DOD -  March 10, 2018

Mason was such a cutie pie and loved 
very much.  He was very strong and 
we are so proud of him.  He brought so 
much joy to us and still continues to.  
We miss him so much.  Fly High Sweet 
Mason.  We love you!

Tyler Jordan Bohannon
DOB - November 23rd 1998 
DOD -  September 20,2018

The Legacy. 
I didn’t mean to leave so soon: 
So much was left undone. 
We always think that later’s there: 
It comes with every sun. 
My family loved me very much 
And taught me well to share. 
And I am able yet to give, 
Though I am not there. 
There is a special part of me 
That helps someone else to live. 
I’ve done something great you see; 
I’ve found a way to give. 
I’m grateful I can help someone; 
I’ve left a legacy, so someone else can  
Yet live on, with some help from me.

Daniel Mark Extrom

Max Andrew Van Sickle
September 18, 2019

"We're sending a dove to Heaven with 
a parcel on its wings. Be careful when 
you open it, it's full of beautiful things. 
Inside are a million kisses, wrapped up 
in a million hugs. To say how much we 
miss you, and to send you all our love. 
We hold you close within our hearts 
and there you will remain, to walk with 
us throughout our lives until we meet 
again." 

Megan Ann Matzke 
and

McKenna Lynn Matzke
April 9, 2008 

Our twin baby girls are forever in our 
hearts; until we meet again!

Berkley Lorraine 
Bistodeau
October 24, 2015

Berkley was our first child. She was 
born silently four days before her due 
date. She made us parents even though 
we weren’t able to bring her home. We 
carry her in our hearts everyday. We 
wonder who she would have been and 
wonder what our family would look like 
with her here with us. She taught us how 
strong love really is and how strong we 
are as parents. We try everyday to live 
a beautiful life in her honor. 

Alyssa Elizabeth 
Olafson

DOB - February 6, 1995 
DOD - March 20, 2014

Alyssa Elizabeth Olafson, was born on 
February 6, 1995 and suddenly passed 
away on March 20, 2014, due to a 
cardiac arrhythmia at the age of 19. She 
was a freshman at Western Michigan 
State University and a strong believer 
in Jesus Christ. Alyssa is always with us, 
in our hearts, in our memories and in 
our lives. We miss her so much and look 
forward to reuniting with her in heaven.

Mara Anne Hoffner
DOB - August 3, 2007 

DOD -  May 2, 2021

There are some who bring a light so 
great to the world, that even after they 

have gone the light remains.

#foreverlovedandmissed



We Remember . . .

Nicole Peterson 
DOB - September 13, 1985 
DOD -  October 11, 2007

I'm forever grateful that we got our time 
with you. You will forever be missed 
& remembered. Not a day goes by (in 
14yrs) that I haven't thought about you. 
Fly high. Love you forever Mom 

Wesley Jon Fischer
October 15, 2015

You are precious in every way, the 
sunshine in our day, the joy in our soul 
and will always be the love of our life. 
Love forever and always- Mommy, 
Daddy and your sisters

Eric Thomas Godek   
DOB - March 3, 1999 

DOD -  September 28, 1999

Big brown eyes and always such a 
beautiful smile. You taught us all so 
much in such a short time. We love and 
miss you every single day!

Travis James Gustavson
DOB - July 21, 1999 

DOD -  February 24, 2021

On February 24th, 2021 at 8:55pm 
our hearts broke forever. We lost our 
Travis to Fentanyl Poisoning. He will 
forever be 21. Living life without him is 
unbearable and we miss him more than 
words can ever explain. 

Travis is a son, grandson, brother, uncle, 
nephew, cousin, boyfriend, and friend 
to many. He is funny, caring, smart, and 
had dreams for his future. His smile lit 
up the room and made many hearts 
happy. He is loved and missed.

Travis, the only thing worse than the 1st 
year without you, is the 2nd...

Cassie Jean Iverson
April 19, 2019

Cassie Jean Iverson born sleeping April 
19, 2019 to Travis and Dena Iverson

Baby L
Miscarriage 8/31/2016

“We’ll see you on the other side of the 
stars.”

Mama and daddy love you, always

Alex Keller
DOB - March 30, 1989 

DOD - September 15, 2014

We will always remember Alex as being 
an intelligent, funny and sensitive soul 
with many talents.

He especially loved to be outdoors 
enjoying  sports and nature.  Alex is so 
greatly missed every day!!

He is always on our minds and in our 
hearts.  We love you Alex!!

Ella Marie
September 30, 2011

“I will hold you in my heart until I hold 
you in Heaven”



We Remember . . .

Katie Grace 
DOB - September 13, 1985 
DOD -  October 11, 2007

An evil darkness came as a deadly 
disease that sought to put an end to this 
bright light. Ever so slowly it tried to 
take her spirit, but this girl was strong 
and her soul burned like a thousand 
suns and her heart was diamond 
covered gold. Her friends and family 
could only cheer her on as she fought 
for years. No fire could match her spirit 
and her kindness was as endless as the 
moonlight oceans that were her eyes. A 
fighter, a sister, a daughter, and a friend 
was what this amazing girl was. She 
was always an angel you just couldn't 
see her wings. Her smile never faltered 
and heart led her through a life only 
seen in the best stories.  Written by 
Ingrid, Katie Grace's friend. 

Alex Vogt-Wurm
DOB - May 22, 2004 

DOD -  November 8, 2020

Alex was a fearless, hard working, 
lovable, helpful, adventurous, funny 
kid with an infectious smile that has 
left a memorable mark on those that 
knew and loved him. We love and miss 
you so much Pal and look forward to 
the day we see you again.

Elsa Melanie Kolars
February 23, 2010

As any mother knows that has buried 
a child, a piece of your heart is forever 
gone. But today we choose to find the 
joy that her short life has taught us. She 
was the sole reason my husband and I 
started our faith journey. She woke 
us up to looking for God for help and 
answers, and not the world. I believe 
God knew the tough roads ahead, and 
without Elsa guiding us to him we 
would have been lost in the darkness. 
Until we meet again sweet baby girl, we 
love you always!

Landon Link
December 5, 2020

“I love you to the moon and back my 
little winter bear, I know you how much 
that is cause you’re already there. I 
never knew a love like this could ever 
possibly exist, I love you to the moon 
and back as long as I live.”

Merry Christmas to our sweet boy 
Landon. We love you and we miss you 
with all our hearts. With love, Mom, 
Dad, and Trey.

Baby girl Klaus
February 15, 1982

The hospital where she was born 
treated this as just another medical 
incident. After her birth, she was 
whisked away, never got to hold her or 
name her. I was put in a room on the 
maternity floor and had to endure the 
pain and torture of hearing newborn 
babies crying at all ours.  It was the 
most difficult time of my life.  You are 
loved little girl and you were named 
Bethany in my heart.

Faith Lynn Klaus
September 7, 1986

I held your perfect little body in my 
arms for almost 2 hours. You looked 
just beautiful.  You are loved so much 
and I will hold you again some day.

Parents, Glenn and Mary Klaus

Jae Ziegler Smith
DOB - September 23, 1978 
DOD -  February 1, 2004

Gareth Edward Smith
DOB -January 7, 1981 
DOD -  July 26, 2015 

Not a day goes by you don’t come 
to mind. I look always for the small 
things because I know you are nearby. 
You both fought so hard against the 
cancers that ended your lives.

Andrew Micheal Walania
March 12, 2007




