
Help support One Bright Start on Give to 
the Max Day, Minnesota's day to support 
nonprofit organizations. You can choose 
to make a one-time donation, or give 
on a monthly basis. If you would like to 
contribute, visit our profile page.

Inside this issue:
Children's Memorial Serice 2019
Give to the Max
December Remembrance Newsletter
Worldwide Candle Lighting

About One Bright Star:
One Bright Star’s mission is 
to be a resource for grieving 
families who have lost a child 
to death. One Bright Star has 
created a unique star symbol to 
recognize and support them.

Contact Us:
Phone: (507) 345-1920

P.O. Box 1084 
Mankato, MN 56002

onebrightstar.org

On Sunday, September 29th, we had our 
annual Children’s Memorial Service at 
our memorial site at Earlandson Park. 
Although it was a chilly day, there were 
approximately 250 people that attended, 
and blank children’s names read. Families 
came forward after their child’s name was 
read and received a rose. Families also had 
the option to write a message to their child 
on dissolvable rice paper to place in the 
reflection pond. This event was accompanied 
by beautiful music, heartwarming speakers 
and the love of each and every guest.  We 
would like to thank all of our volunteers and 
board members who made this day possible, 
all of the families and friends who attended 
the Fall Memorial to remember their child. 

Also, a special thank you to the sponsors: 
Mankato Clinic, Mayo Clinic Health System, 
and Northview-North Mankato Mortuary and 
Mankato Mortuary and to all those who help 
keep our memorial beautiful: The Lamont 
family, Bellisimo Paint, Diamond Vogel, and 
Jetter Clean.

Children's Memorial Service 2019

Guest Speaker, Mary Ann Boe take a moment to admire the memorial plaques.

Give to the Max, November 14th, 2019

Vice President, Mollie Lamont and her daughter 
release doves in honor of the children taken 
too soon.

Fall Memorial guests placing special rice paper messages into the reflection pond

Remember

Upcoming Events
Monday, November 25th 
KTOE Talk of the Town 
Guests, Wings of Hope 
1 p.m.

Tuesday, November 26th  
Comfort Coffee 
9-10 a.m. 
Courtyard by Marriott Starbucks 
901 Raintree Rd., Mankato

Save the Date
Friday, December 6th  
One Bright Star’s Night  
Kiwanis Holiday Lights 
Sibley Park 
900 Mound Ave., Mankato

Sunday, December 8th  
National Children's Memorial Day 
OBS Children's Memorial Site 
Erlandson Park 
Victory and Main, Mankato 
6-8 p.m.

Saturday, February 29th 
5-10pm  
Celebration of Life Gala  
Civic Center 
1 Civic Center Plaza, Mankato
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22nd Annual Worldwide Candle Lighting - December 8, 2019
The Compassionate Friends 
Worldwide Candle Lighting unites 
family and friends around the 
globe in lighting candles for one 
hour to honor the memories of the 
sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, 
and grandchildren who left too 
soon. As candles are lit at 7:00 pm 
local time, hundreds of thousands 
of persons commemorate and 
honor the memory of all children 
gone too soon.

Now believed to be the largest 
mass candle lighting on the 
globe, the 23rd annual Worldwide 
Candle Lighting, a gift to the 
bereavement community from The 
Compassionate Friends, creates 
a virtual 24-hour wave of light as 
it moves from time zone to time 
zone. TCF’s WCL started in the 

United States in 1997 as a small 
internet observance, but has since 
swelled in numbers as word has 
spread throughout the world of 
the remembrance. Hundreds of 
formal candle lighting events are 
held and thousands of informal 
candle lightings are conducted in 
homes as families gather in quiet 

remembrance of children who have 
died, but will never be forgotten.

The Compassionate Friends 
and allied organizations are 
joined by local bereavement 
groups, churches, funeral homes, 
hospitals, hospices, children’s 
gardens, schools, cemeteries, and 
community centers. Services have 
ranged in size from just a few 
people to nearly a thousand.

Every year you are invited to post a 
message in the Remembrance Book 
which will be available, during the 
event, at TCF’s national website.

The Worldwide Candle Lighting 
gives bereaved families everywhere 
the opportunity to remember their 
child(ren) so that their lights may 
always shine! 

In our December newsletter, we will have a Children’s Remembrance section, in honor of National Children’s Memorial 
Day, which is observed on the 2nd Sunday of December. We will honor and remember our children gone too soon. This 
year that date is December 8th. If you are interested in having your child’s information in our December newsletter, please 
email his/her name, birth date, death date, photo (optional) and a brief paragraph or poem about your child to director@
onebrightstar.org by November 20th Thank you!

We Remember A Special December Remembrance Issue

Decide what you can handle 
comfortably and let family and 
friends know. Can I handle the 
responsibility of the family dinner, 
etc. or shall I ask someone else to 
do it? Do I want to talk about my 
loved one or not? Shall I stay here 
for the holidays or go to a completely 
different environment?

Make some changes if they feel 
comfortable for you. Open presents Christmas Eve 
instead of Christmas morning. Have dinner at a different 
time or place. 

Consider doing something special for someone else. 
Donate a gift in the memory of your loved one. Donate 
money you would have spent on your loved one as a gift 

to charity. Adopt a needy family for the 
holidays.

Recognize your loved one’s presence 
in the family. Burn a special candle 
to quietly include your loved one. 
Hang a stocking for your loved one in 
which people can put notes with their 
thoughts or feelings. Listen to music 
especially liked by your loved one.

Don’t be afraid to enjoy yourself. 
Laughter and joy are not disrespectful. Give yourself and 
your family members permission to celebrate and take 
pleasure in the holidays.

Get enough rest! Holidays can be emotionally and 
physically draining.

Tips for Handling the Holidays Reprinted from *Bereavement & Loss Resources* a publication of Rivendell Resources and GriefNet.

<director@onebrightstar.org>
<director@onebrightstar.org>


Its 18th Annual  
Celebration of  Life Gala

This event is meant to draw attention to One Bright Star,  
celebrate the lives of children and raise funds for our organization 

 to continue its important mission. 

One Bright Star is a non-profit organization founded in 1998  
by four mothers who each experienced the loss of a child. 

One Bright Star’s mission is to be a resource for grieving families  
who have experienced the death of a child.

Tickets are $75 per person if purchased by January 31st. 
Tickets are $100 per person February 1st - February 15th.

Black Tie Attire Encouraged
To register for the event, or to help by volunteering or donating, please 

visit our website: www.onebrightstar.org -  
Celebration of Life Event

What:  Fundraiser for One Bright Star

When: February 29th, 2020  | 5:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Where: Civic Center, 1 Civic Center Plaza,  
Mankato, MN 56001

Features: Social Hour, Dinner, Live & Silent Auctions 
Entertainment by comedian C. Willi Myles

Presents


