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About One Bright Star:
One Bright Star’s mission is 
to be a resource for grieving 
families who have lost a child 
to death. One Bright Star has 
created a unique star symbol to 
recognize and support them.

Contact Us:
Phone: (507) 345-1920

P.O. Box 1084 
Mankato, MN 56002

onebrightstar.org

On November 4th, One Bright Star board 
members and other volunteers helped 
decorate the One Bright Star Christmas 
tree at Sibley Park for Kiwanis Holiday 
Lights. It was cold day, but they did a great 
job! Check out the lights and our tree 

on our non-profit night, which is Friday, 
December 7th from 5-10pm. While you're 
at it, vote for your favorite tree! The non-
profit with the most votes for their tree will 
receive a monetary award!

Kiwanis Holiday Lights

National Children's Night of Remembrance

Volunteers help decorate our tree for Kiwanis 
Holiday Lights.

One Bright Star board members Mollie Lamont 
(left) and Tracy McCabe (right) help decorate 
our tree! 
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Upcoming Events
Friday, December 7th 
One Bright Star Night at Kiwanis 
Holiday Lights, Sibley Park 
5-10 p.m. 
900 Mound Ave., Mankato

Sunday, December 9th  
National Children's Memorial Day 
Come and see the luminaries we'll 
have lit at our Children's Memorial 
Site at Erlandson Park 
Victory and Main, Mankato 
6-8 p.m.

Tuesday, December 18th 
Comfort Coffee 
9-10 a.m. 
Courtyard by Marriott Starbucks 
901 Raintree Rd., Mankato

Save the Date
Saturday, February 16th 
Celebration of Life Gala 
5-10 p.m. 
Verizon Center - Banquet Hall 
1 Civic Center Plaza, Mankato

http://onebrightstar.org
https://www.facebook.com/OBSMankato/?fb_dtsg_ag=AdwK0fGGcy20W5z1XAFYPMvqzQyjjTzt34mTGuyevVoJqQ%3AAdzl2eux63q7zuUeBT_wFFz7SkbgeYQGPNq1ac-V2pmXdQ


Koleton John Stevenson
DOB - September 13, 2010 
DOD -  September 18, 2010

“We thought of you with love today, but 
that is nothing new. We thought about 
you yesterday, and the day before that 
too. We think of you in silence. We often 
say your name. But all we have are 
memories, and your picture in a frame. 
Your memory is our keepsake, with 
which we’ll never part. God has you in 
His keeping, we have you in our hearts. 
We shed tears for what you might have 
been. A million times we’ve cried. If love 
alone could have saved you, you never 
would have died. In life we loved you 
dearly. In death we love you still. In our 
hearts you hold a place no one can ever 
fill. It broke our hearts to lose you, but 
you didn’t go alone. For part of us went 
with you, the day God took you home.”

Nicolas Thomas 
Embertson

DOB - April 16, 1997 
DOD -  January 28, 2017

My dearest Nicolas, I know you've seen 
the tears I've cried and my attempts to 
truly smile. Since the day you left this 
Earth my mind is in denial. I know the 
love and bond we share is strong and 
still lives on, for I will always feel the 
blessed gift God gave me as your Mom.

We all miss you so very much.

Matthew (Matt) 
Thomas Peterson

DOB - May 25, 1986 
DOD - January 27, 2014

"When you are born, you cry, and the 
world rejoices. When you die, you 
rejoice, and the world cries." -Tibetan 
Buddhist saying

We miss you constantly, Matt! You are 
always in our hearts and thoughts! Our 
faith has allowed us to feel God’s grace 
throughout this horrible time in our 
lives, and He graciously gives us comfort 
in reminding us in various ways, that 
you are more than ok in the presence 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. How beautiful 
that must be!! Please don’t worry about 
us, honey... we will see you soon.

Thomas George May
DOB - November 3, 1988 
DOD -  November 1, 2001

The answers quick and keen, the honest 
look, the laughter, the love,— They are 
gone. They are gone to feed the roses.  
Elegant and curled is the blossom.  
Fragrant is the blossom. I know. But I 
do not approve. More precious was the 
light in your eyes than all the roses 
in the world. Down, down, down into 
the darkness of the grave. Gently they 
go, the beautiful, the tender, the kind; 
Quietly they go, the intelligent, the 
witty, the brave. I know. But I do not 
approve.  And I am not resigned.
Edna  St. Vincent Millay, “Dirge Without Music” 
from Collected Poems © 1928, 1955 by Edna 
St. Vincent Millay

Derrick Steven Davis
DOB - October 30, 1992 

DOD -  September 5, 2016

Derrick Davis, son of Brad and Connie, 
brother of Alicia and Karissa, Uncle of 
Hailey and Emmalee.  

Derrick, We All miss you So Very Much!!

Your beautiful smile, kind heart, 
generous spirit, strong hugs, humor 
and spirit of adventure are missed 
by all of us.  Derrick, We Love you so 
much, we look forward to the day we 
are together again. XOXO, Mom, Dad, 
Alicia, Karissa, Hailey, Emmalee, Nick 
and Mark. 

Ella Marie
September 30, 2011

“I will hold you in my heart until I hold 
you in Heaven”

Ashley Arlene Eager
DOB - February 5, 1988 

DOD -  December 20, 2004
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John Basil Janavaras
DOB - May 30, 1979 

DOD -  February 3, 1995

John was a happy, charismatic, cocky 
personality, and a natural leader.  He 
would reach out to those who needed a 
friend and be a friend.  A remembrance 
from an unnamed schoolmate: “John 
always came across as a guy of pure, 
true happiness.  It was this warm aura 
that made him so likable.  He walked 
into a room and could instantly give 
a person a warm feeling with his 
presence alone.” With all our love this 
Christmas – Dad, Mom, & Kia

Katie Grace Groebner
DOB - July 16, 2002 

DOD -  December 25, 2015

She was a pulmonary hypertension 
warrior. Heart and Lungs Transplant 
recipient and an organ donor. She 
believed that God gave her this journey 
to help others find their JOY.

Her motto was "Have an attitude of 
gratitude"

Jennifer Leigh
DOB - November 19, 1979 
DOD - November 18, 2016

I took a picture of this T-shirt in a 
window one day when I realized it 
captured her philosophy of life. I don’t 
think I’ve ever met anyone else who was 
as well loved as my Jenny.  Her loss is 
not mine alone. 

Marcia Wahoske 
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Nathan Kimble
DOB - May 7,  1991 

DOD -  January 16, 2012

Nathan had a smile that could light 
up a room.  His love for his nieces and 
nephews was undeniable.  His wings 
were ready but our heart was not.  He 
will forever be missed!

Alyssa Sue Winters
 

DOD -  December 27, 2014

Our daughter  Alyssa Sue and her (baby 
girl) unborn Sutton passed away on 
Dec 27  2014. They both died together 
in a car accident. Our family will always 
have that loss of Alyssa Sue Winters 
(Radtke). We miss her laugh... her zest 
for life! Her biggest challenge for her 
was adopting ‘Walley” her pitbull dog... 
whom she rescued. We Love you Alyssa 
Sue, you and Sutton are our shining 
Angels in Heaven! Sending Love to you!! 
Dad and Mom.

Megan Ann Matzke 
and

McKenna Lynn Matzke
April 9, 2008 

"Our heavenly girls, we know you are 
eagerly awaiting for our family to be 
reunited together in Heaven... until 
then, we continue to feel your love 
surround us each day. We love and 
miss you every day!"

Alex Keller
DOB - March 30, 1989 

DOD - September 15, 2014

We will always remember Alex as being 
an intelligent, funny and sensitive soul 
with many talents.

He especially loved to be outdoors 
enjoying  sports and nature.  Alex is so 
greatly missed every day!!

He is always on our minds and in our 
hearts.  We love you Alex!!



Andrew Micheal 
Walania

March 12, 2007

Crystal Halloran 
Drummer

DOB - August 17, 1982 
DOD - October 19, 2005

Crystal was a bright spot in our lives. 
She had a very bubbly personality that  
hid her pain. I wish I could have seen 
behind her smile. Until we meet again.

Love and miss you Boo.

Berkley Lorraine 
Bistodeau
October 24, 2015

Berkley was our first child. She was 
born silently four days before her due 
date. She made us parents even though 
we weren’t able to bring her home. We 
carry her in our hearts everyday. We 
wonder who she would have been and 
wonder what our family would look like 
with her here with us. She taught us how 
strong love really is and how strong we 
are as parents. We try everyday to live 
a beautiful life in her honor. 

Jeffery Micheal 
Walania

DOB - January 26, 1972 
DOD -  January 16, 2005

In the still of my heart

I’ll always remember your smile

and hear your voice

We Remember . . .

Hunter Darrell 
Crawford 

DOB - January 15, 2001 
DOD -  January 16, 2001

You meet people you share your life 
stories. I share you because it’s all I 
have I can’t show you to them and tell 
them how proud I am of all you do. 

They say I am strong, but I am not, I 
hide my pain to share my joy and love 
for you. You see when I talk about you I 
feel you in my arms again I can feel the 
kiss to your soft new skin.

I dream of what life would be like if you 
were here and I dream of what it will 
be like to be with you in God’s Kingdom. 

I will forever love you my son.

Landon Wayne Wanous
DOB - December 23, 2010 

DOD -  March 14, 2011

Landon was born 15 weeks premature 
along with his twin brother Kolton. 
He weighed only 1 lb 10 oz but left 
a big impression on many people's 
lives during his short time on Earth. 
Although he is not here with us, his 
legacy continues and our family 
has raised more than $50,000 in his 
memory for the March of Dimes and 
Ronald McDonald House - Upper 
Midwest. We miss his personality, 
snuggles but most of all his physical 
presence in our daily lives.



We Remember . . .

Happy Holidays, from all of us at
          One Bright Star

Mason Nicholas Weis
DOB - February 28, 2018 

DOD -  March 10, 2018

Mason was such a cutie pie and loved 
very much.  He was very strong and 
we are so proud of him.  He brought so 
much joy to us and still continues to.  
We miss him so much.  Fly High Sweet 
Mason.  We love you!

Scott Wilhelm
DOB - May 13, 1982 

DOD -  October 31, 2004

“Too young! Too soon! Sometimes there 
are just no reasons why. Loved and 
missed by many.”

Wesley Jon Fischer
October 15, 2015

You are precious in every way, the 
sunshine in our day, the joy in our soul 
and will always be the love of our life. 
Love forever and always- Mommy, 
Daddy and your sisters

Front row left to right: Julie Gruber, Erica Fischer (Pres), Alicia More (VP), Amber Bannerman (ED), Tracy McCabe.
Back row left to right: Deb Drummer, Mollie Lamont, Molly Sward, Linda Janavaras (Treas), Suzie Hall (Sec), and Cassi Wanous.



Its 17th Annual  
Celebration of  Life Gala

This event is meant to draw attention to One Bright Star, celebrate the lives of children 
and raise funds for our organization to continue its important mission. 

One Bright Star is a non-profit organization  
founded in 1998 by four mothers who each experienced the loss of a child. 

One Bright Star’s mission is to be a resource for grieving families  
who have experienced the death of a child.

Tickets are $75 per person if purchased by January 19th. 
Tickets are $100 per person January 20th-February 2nd.

Black Tie Attire Encouraged
To register for the event, or to help by volunteering or donating, please visit our website: 

www.onebrightstar.org - Celebration of Life Event

What:  Fundraiser for One Bright Star

When: February 16th, 2019  | 5:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Where: Verizon Center, 1 Civic Center Plaza, Mankato, MN 56001

Features:  Social Hour, Dinner, Live & Silent Auctions 
Entertainment by Duelly Noted, Dueling Pianos

Presents


