
Help support One Bright Start on Give to 
the Max Day, Minnesota's day to support 
nonprofit organizations. You can choose 
to make a one-time donation, or give 
on a monthly basis. If you would like to 
contribute, visit our profile page.

Inside this issue:
Celebrating Life:  
Essence Through Art Recap
Give to the Max
December Remembrance Newsletter
Worldwide Candle Lighting

About One Bright Star:
One Bright Star’s mission is 
to be a resource for grieving 
families who have lost a child 
to death. One Bright Star has 
created a unique star symbol to 
recognize and support them.

Contact Us:
Phone: (507) 345-1920

P.O. Box 1084 
Mankato, MN 56002

onebrightstar.org

Artist Joellen Preston and parent Bob Stevenson 
bond in front of the artwork created in memory 
of Bob's son, Koleton.

One Bright Star and Twin Rivers Council 
for the Arts partnered for a wonderful art 
exhibition called Celebrating Life: Essence 
Through Art. Seven artists were paired with 
seven families who each lost a child. An 
original piece of art was created for each 
of these families to capture the essence of 
their child. The exhibition reception date 
and kick-off was Thurs., Oct. 18th. The 
exhibition runs through Nov. 9th at Twin 
Rivers Council for the Arts, 523 S. 2nd St., 

Mankato and is free and open to the public. 
Come and check it out...there's just a couple 
days left! Mary Ann Boe of Deva Nation 
and Amber Bannerman of One Bright Star, 
will be leading a community conversation 
on grief on Thurs., Nov. 8th from 6-7pm at 
Twin Rivers. We hope to see you there!

Celebrating Life: Essence Through Art

The family of Nick Embertson stand in front of 
the painting created by Kyle Rose Archerd.

Artist Kylia Irwin stands in front of the art she 
created to capture the essence of Jack and Lisa 
May's child, Thomas.

Artist Shannon Harris created this beautiful 
piece of artwork to capture the essence of Blake 
Duffey, Andrew & Danielle's son.

Family of Dan Anderson stand with artist, 
Margie Larson, who created a beautiful painting 
in memory of Dan.

Lisa Bierer created 
this beautiful art for 
the family of Brea 
O'Donnell.

Artist Dana Sikkila 
created this wonderful 
artwork in memory of 
Deva Pollard.

Give to the Max, November 15th, 2018

Reflection

Upcoming Events
Thursday, November 8th 
Community Conversation: 
bereavement + how to help 
6-7 p.m. 
Twin Rivers Council for the Arts 
523 S. 2nd St., Mankato

Tuesday, November 27th  
Comfort Coffee 
9-10 a.m. 
Courtyard by Marriott Starbucks 
901 Raintree Rd., Mankato

Save the Date
Friday, December 7th  
One Bright Star’s Night  
Kiwanis Holiday Lights 
Sibley Park 
900 Mound Ave., Mankato

Saturday, February 16th 
5-10pm  
Celebration of Life Gala  
Verizon Center 
1 Civic Center Plaza, Mankato
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January, 2017. The start of a new year. Many people are hopeful and looking forward to what the new year will bring. For me, it brought 
the death of my son, and I was sure it would be the death of me, too. Just one month earlier, a young man in our small town died by 
suicide. A couple months into 2017 another young man, the nephew of a friend died by suicide, then a couple months after that, one of 
my son's friends died from an accidental overdose. 
A couple months after that, another dear friend 
on mine's nephew also died from an accidental 
overdose. And then another young man, shortly 
after that, lost his battle to cancer. Six young men 
in less than ten months had left this world too soon 
and left behind hundreds of broken hearts. There 
was really no way for me to comprehend all of 
these losses of our boys.

By the time December 10th, 2017 came around, I 
had met so many parents who had lost a child, 
more than I ever thought I would. I participated in 
my first world-wide candle ligthing started by The 
Compassionate Friends. I remember how I felt that 
night, that this was my life, like so many others, and 
I would now spend the rest of it living to honor the 
life of my child. I also knew I was not alone.

This December 9th, I encourage you all to 
participate, however you are most comfortable, in 
honoring our children with love and light - Tracy

22nd Annual Worldwide Candle Lighting - December 9, 2018
The Compassionate Friends 
Worldwide Candle Lighting unites 
family and friends around the 
globe in lighting candles for one 
hour to honor the memories of the 
sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, 
and grandchildren who left too 
soon. As candles are lit at 7:00 pm 
local time, hundreds of thousands 
of persons commemorate and 
honor the memory of all children 
gone too soon.

Now believed to be the largest 
mass candle lighting on the 
globe, the 22nd annual Worldwide 
Candle Lighting, a gift to the 
bereavement community from The 
Compassionate Friends, creates 
a virtual 24-hour wave of light as 
it moves from time zone to time 
zone. TCF’s WCL started in the 

United States in 1997 as a small 
internet observance, but has since 
swelled in numbers as word has 
spread throughout the world of 
the remembrance. Hundreds of 
formal candle lighting events are 
held and thousands of informal 
candle lightings are conducted in 
homes as families gather in quiet 

remembrance of children who have 
died, but will never be forgotten.

The Compassionate Friends 
and allied organizations are 
joined by local bereavement 
groups, churches, funeral homes, 
hospitals, hospices, children’s 
gardens, schools, cemeteries, and 
community centers. Services have 
ranged in size from just a few 
people to nearly a thousand.

Every year you are invited to post a 
message in the Remembrance Book 
which will be available, during the 
event, at TCF’s national website.

The Worldwide Candle Lighting 
gives bereaved families everywhere 
the opportunity to remember their 
child(ren) so that their lights may 
always shine! 

In our December newsletter, we will have a Children’s Remembrance section, in honor of National Children’s Memorial Day, 
which is observed on the 2nd Sunday of December. We will honor and remember our children gone too soon.

We Remember

To Reflect, Remember and Honor



Its 17th Annual  
Celebration of  Life Gala

This event is meant to draw attention to One Bright Star, celebrate the lives of children 
and raise funds for our organization to continue its important mission. 

One Bright Star is a non-profit organization  
founded in 1998 by four mothers who each experienced the loss of a child. 

One Bright Star’s mission is to be a resource for grieving families  
who have experienced the death of a child.

Tickets are $75 per person if purchased by January 19th. 
Tickets are $100 per person January 20th-February 2nd.

Black Tie Attire Encouraged
To register for the event, or to help by volunteering or donating, please visit our website: 

www.onebrightstar.org - Celebration of Life Event

What:  Fundraiser for One Bright Star

When: February 16th, 2019  | 5:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Where: Verizon Center, 1 Civic Center Plaza, Mankato, MN 56001

Features:  Social Hour, Dinner, Live & Silent Auctions 
Entertainment by Duelly Noted, Dueling Pianos

Presents


