
Build a One Bright Star Memorial Site  

 

Build a Children’s Memorial Site in Your Community – Overview: 
A 30-foot fountain and reflection pool memorial was built in the spring of 2003 in Mankato, 

MN, the founding place of One Bright Star. The City of Mankato donated the park land and local 

businesses and labor groups donated materials and labor to fully fund this $150,000 project. The 

memorial site is located on the corner of East Main and Victory Drive in Mankato, MN. The 

objective of the memorial is to give friends and families a place to gather to remember their 

special child. It will also be a visible reminder for all of us that the death of a child is not 

something that one ever overcomes. 

First Steps: 

 Create a volunteer committee to oversee/manage the local project 

 Find an organization with ties to building/construction trades to help facilitate the project 

 Determine what costs of building supplies and labor will be donated to determine amount 

of money needed to be raised 

 Locate a park (city-owned or privately donated) with about 50′ x 50′ of available space 

 If park is city-owned, submit proposal to city council for usage 

 Location needs to be fairly flat and have access to both water and electricity 

 Put proposal together with budget on how the project will be funded and timeline for 

completion and send to One Bright Star for approval 

 Raise funds, secure donations/trade agreements needed to complete the project 

Continuing Costs: 

 Monthly electricity and utilities 

 Maintenance of fountain/pond 

Notes: 

 Construction will take approximately 3.5 months, using all volunteer labor 

 About 60 volunteers total, 8-10 hours a day with 2-3 laborers each day 

 Retired stone masons and construction workers donated time 

 Final memorial should be treated with coating to prevent vandalism 


